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Personally, I Ilearned from Alvin
Sykes. I admire Alvin Sykes. I mourn
his passing. I pay tribute to him today
and thank God that he created Alvin
Sykes.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

SENATE COMMITTEE ON RULES
AND ADMINISTRATION LEGISLA-
TIVE ACTIVITIES REPORT

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent for the legisla-
tive activities report of the Committee
on Rules and Administration during
the 116th Congress be printed in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

REVIEW OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY DURING THE
116TH CONGRESS

FOREWORD

This report reviewing the legislative activ-
ity during the 116th Congress of the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration is sub-
mitted pursuant to paragraph 8(b) of Rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate.
Paragraph 8 provides that standing commit-
tees of the Senate shall review and study, on
a continuing basis, the application, adminis-
tration, and execution of those laws, or parts
thereof, the subject matter of which is with-
in their jurisdiction, and submit to the Sen-
ate, not later than March 31 of each odd-
numbered year, a report detailing the activi-
ties of that committee for the preceding
Congress. The text of paragraph 8(b) of rule
XXVI is as follows:

8.(b) In each odd-numbered year, each such
committee shall submit, not later than
March 31, to the Senate, a report on the ac-
tivities of that committee under this para-
graph during the Congress ending at noon on
January 3 of such year.

AMY KLOBUCHAR, Chairwoman.
JURISDICTION OF THE COMMITTEE ON RULES
AND ADMINISTRATION

The jurisdiction of the Committee on
Rules and Administration is set forth in
paragraph 1(n)(1) of rule XXV of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate. The following are
excerpts from that paragraph.

RULE XXV
STANDING COMMITTEES

1. The following standing committees shall
be appointed at the commencement of each
Congress, and shall continue and have the
power to act until their successors are ap-
pointed, with leave to report by bill or other-
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wise on matters within their respective ju-
risdictions:
* * * * *

(n)(1) Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion, to which committee shall be referred
all proposed legislation, messages, petitions,
memorials, and other matters relating to the
following subjects:

1. Administration of the Senate Office
Buildings and the Senate wing of the Cap-
itol, including the assignment of office
space.

2. Congressional organization relative to
rules and procedures, and Senate rules and
regulations, including floor and gallery
rules.

3. Corrupt practices.

4. Credentials and qualifications of Mem-
bers of the Senate, contested elections, and
acceptance of incompatible offices.

5. Federal elections generally, including
the election of the President, Vice President,
and Members of the Congress.

6. Government Publishing Office, and the
printing and correction of the Congressional
Record, as well as those matters provided for
under rule XI.

7. Meeting of the Congress and attendance
of Members.

8. Payment of money out of the contingent
fund of the Senate or creating a charge upon
the same (except that any resolution relat-
ing to substantive matter within the juris-
diction of any other standing committee of
the Senate shall be first referred to such
committee).

9. Presidential succession.

10. Purchase of books and manuscripts and
erection of monuments to the memory of in-
dividuals.

11. Senate Library and statuary, art, and
pictures in the Capitol and Senate Office
Buildings.

12. Services to the Senate, including the
Senate restaurant.

13. United States Capitol and congressional
office buildings, the Library of Congress, the
Smithsonian Institution (and the incorpora-
tion of similar institutions), and the Botanic
Gardens.

(2) Such committee shall also—

(A) make a continuing study of the organi-
zation and operation of the Congress of the
United States and shall recommend improve-
ments in such organization and operation
with a view toward strengthening the Con-
gress, simplifying its operations, improving
its relationships with other branches of the
United States Government, and enabling it
better to meet its responsibilities under the
Constitution of the United States; and

(B) identify any court proceeding or action
which, in the opinion of the Committee, is of
vital interest to the Congress as a constitu-
tionally established institution of the Fed-
eral Government and call such proceeding or
action to the attention of the Senate.

* * * * *

RULES OF PROCEDURE
MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE

Rule 1. The regular meeting dates of the
Committee shall be the second and fourth
Wednesdays of each month, at 10:00 a.m., in
Room 301, Russell Senate Office Building.
Additional meetings of the Committee may
be called by the Chairman as he may deem
necessary or pursuant to the provision of
paragraph 3 of rule XXVI of the Standing
Rules of the Senate.

Rule 2. Meetings of the committee, includ-
ing meetings to conduct hearings, shall be
open to the public, except that a meeting or
series of meetings by the committee on the
same subject for a period of no more than 14
calendar days may be closed to the public on
a motion made and seconded to go into
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closed session to discuss only whether the
matters enumerated in subparagraphs (a)
through (f) would require the meeting to be
closed followed immediately by a recorded
vote in open session by a majority of the
Members of the committee when it is deter-
mined that the matters to be discussed or
the testimony to be taken at such meeting
or meetings:

(a) will disclose matters necessary to be
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States;

(b) will relate solely to matters of the com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedure;

(c) will tend to charge an individual with
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure
the professional standing of an individual, or
otherwise to expose an individual to public
contempt or obloquy, or will represent a
clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy
of an individual;

(d) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terests of effective law enforcement;

(e) will disclose information relating to the
trade secrets or financial or commercial in-
formation pertaining specifically to a given
person if:

(1) an Act of Congress requires the infor-
mation to be kept confidential by Govern-
ment officers and employees; or

(2) the information has been obtained by
the Government on a confidential basis,
other than through an application by such
person for a specific Government financial or
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the
competitive position of such person; or

(f) may divulge matters required to be kept
confidential under the provisions of law or
Government regulations. (Paragraph 5(b) of
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules.)

Rule 3. Written notices of committee meet-
ings will normally be sent by the commit-
tee’s staff director to all Members of the
committee at least a week in advance. In ad-
dition, the committee staff will telephone or
e-mail reminders of committee meetings to
all Members of the committee or to the ap-
propriate assistants in their offices.

Rule 4. A copy of the committee’s intended
agenda enumerating separate items of legis-
lative business and committee business will
normally be sent to all Members of the com-
mittee and released to the public at least 1
day in advance of all meetings. This does not
preclude any Member of the committee from
discussing appropriate non-agenda topics.

Rule 5. After the Chairman and the Rank-
ing Minority Member, speaking order shall
be based on order of arrival, alternating be-
tween Majority and Minority Members, un-
less otherwise directed by the Chairman.

Rule 6. Any witness who is to appear before
the committee in any hearing shall file with
the clerk of the committee at least 3 busi-
ness days before the date of his or her ap-
pearance, a written statement of his or her
proposed testimony and an executive sum-
mary thereof, in such form as the chairman
may direct, unless the Chairman and the
Ranking Minority Member waive such re-
quirement for good cause.

Rule 7. In general, testimony will be re-
stricted to 5 minutes for each witness. The
time may be extended by the Chairman,
upon the Chair’s own direction or at the re-
quest of a Member. Each round of questions
by Members will also be limited to 5 min-
utes.

QUORUMS

Rule 8. Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(1) of
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules, a majority
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